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killed! If you were in possession of a little sense and
intellect, you would believe in a God who is able to per-
form such acts!' The idolaters then said to each other:
f Jarjis is a sorcerer. By his perfect knowledge of magic
he pretends to have been killed, such not having been the
case in reality. The proper thing for us to do now is to
assemble the magicians in order to conquer and to punish
him.' The king, having agreed to this proposal, issued
orders for all the sorcerers to assemble under the shade of
his exalted throne. When they had all arrived, he said to
their chief: ' In this town there is a man whose sorcery has
distressed me. Now you must show me some of your
works, that I may be apprized of your ability.' Accord-
ingly the chief of the magicians took out two serpents from
a bag, which were in the sight of the people transformed
into two oxen, and began to plough the ground. Then
the chief sorcerer sowed grain in the soil, which imme-
diately sprouted and grew; he harvested, threshed, and
bruised it, and made the flour he had obtained therefrom
into a mass of dough, which he baked. All present
approved of this feat, and said: 'We are certain that thou
wilt conquer Jarjis. Then the king promised a reward to
the magician, and told him to transmute Jarjis into a dog.
The sorcerer agreed, asked for a cup of water, recited an
Incantation over it, and requested the king to order Jarjis
to drink it. The latter obeyed, and when the magician
asked: cJarjis, how feelest thou?' He replied: 'Quite
well, because I was very thirsty, and this water has re-
freshed me. The true God has preserved me from the
wicked machinations of persecutors and of Satan.' When
the sorcerer perceived that his incantation had taken no
effect, he was amazed and said: * 0 king! if a created,
being were thy antagonist, we could assist thee ; but thou
wantest to resist the creator of heaven and earth; and in
this matter we must confess our weakness and inability.1
Then one of the persons present said: 'You consider
Jarjis to be a sorcerer, but no magician is able to elude
death/ With this opinion the chief of the sorcerers